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The poll was conducted as an independent survey hosted by OPTIMIZERx.com which received 447 individual consumer responses. For more information, please contact David Lester at 248.651.6568.
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Consumers Feel Rx Co-Pays C
ost 
Too Much
63% not willing to spend more than $10 extra for branded med
s
Rochester, MI—June 9— 
 
According to a 
recent consumer 
poll by OPTIMIZERx.com, patients “out-of-pocket” costs for branded medications have skyrocketed over the last 5 years—and consumers aren’
t happy about it. Highlights of the poll include:
79% of consumers say their “out-of-pocket” costs for branded medications have increased at least 25% or more, with a significant amount stating the
ir costs have more than doubled
  
76% feel their Rx co-pays for branded prescriptions are too much
41% are not willing to pay more than $5 extra for a branded medication versus a generic
More of the costs of medications, especially for branded prescriptions, have been passed to consumers by their employers and health insurers within the last five years.  However, consumers appear to be quite resistant to these changes.  
What’s most concerning is that many are choosing not to take or refill their medications due to costs.
Of those polled, 68% say they have not taken their medicine as prescribed or refilled due to costs.
 “With the current economic climate, this issue will continue to be a growing concern to more Americans” said David Lester, CEO of 
OPTIMIZERx
.
The good news is there are many industry programs to help manage these rising costs, including many offered by the branded prescription product itself.  More Rx branded products are offering free trials to insure the product is tolerated, as well as ongoing co-pay coupons to help offset some of the direct costs to patients.  
These 
type
 of prescription savin
gs are often available on 
individual 
branded 
websites 
or consumer
 sites like 
www.optimizerx.com
 where you can centrally search for over a hundred prescription co-pay coupons and 
other 
savings for leading brands 
like
 Lipitor, 
Advair
, 
Singulair
, 
Diovan
 and many others.
“Physicians are becoming increasingly aware of the significance of these "financial" barriers with regards to developing successful patient care strategies. The effective use of generic medications, whenever possible, is an excellent way to develop a cost effective treatment program. How
ever, when a branded medication
 is needed to improve treatment results, it’s nice to know there are some programs 
available 
to help with 
patient costs
”
 stated Dr. Jay 
Pinney
, MD.
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Have you ever not taken your medicine as prescribed or refilled it
due to costs?
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